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Foreword \%

Foreword

Heritage 2010, 2nd International Conference on Heritage and Sustainable Development estab-
lished a state of the art event regarding the relationships between forms and kinds of heritage
and the framework of sustainable development concepts. Environment, economics, society and
culture, the four dimensions of sustainable development, are brought here to define a singular
approach on how to deal and go beyond the traditional aspects of heritage preservation and sa-
feguarding.

On our today’s world, heritage is no longer just a memory or a cultural reference, or even a
place or an object. Heritage is moving towards broader and wider scenarios, where it becomes
often the driven forces for commerce, business, leisure and politics. Nowadays, sustainable de-
velopment was brought much forward than the concept expressed in the book “Our Common
Future”, commonly known as “The Brundtland Report”. The role of culture and social aspects
enlarged the initial statement where environment and economics took the main role, guiding the
earliest research on sustainable development.

In such a global context, heritage becomes one of the key aspects for the enlargement of sus-
tainable development concepts. Heritage is often seen through its cultural definition. However,
sustainable development brings heritage concepts to another dimension, as it establishes pro-
found relationships with economics, environment, and social aspects. Actually, heritage preser-
vation and safeguarding is facing new and complex problems. Degradation of Heritage sites is
not any more just a result of materials ageing or environmental actions. Factors such as global
and local pollution, climate change, poverty, religion, tourism, commerce, ideologies, war, are
now in the cutting edge for the emerging of new approaches, concerns and visions about herit-
age. Thus, “Heritage 2010 — Heritage and Sustainable Development” was proposed to be a
global view on how heritage is being contextualized in relation with the four dimensions of sus-
tainable development. What has been done in terms of research, future directions, methodolo-
gies, working tools and other significant aspects of both theoretical and field approaches were
the aims of this International Conference. Furthermore, heritage governance and education were
brought into discussion as the key factors for enlightenment of future global strategies for herit-
age preservation and safeguarding.

We would like to express our gratefulness to all members of the Scientific Committee who
contributed to the scientific quality of this event.

We would also like to thank all sponsors who joined this event and helped in many different
ways.

Finally, we want to especially thank the patronage of the CAmara Municipal de Evora.

The Editors
Rogério Amoéda

Sérgio Lira
Cristina Pinheiro
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